Cornell Hubert Calhoun III is the former Arts & Culture Coordinator for Mayor Frank G. Jackson and the City of Cleveland, Ohio. Cornell is the host of TV 20 We Are Cleveland’s Talk Show Creative Focus. He is an accomplished and widely applauded actor, producer, film maker, director and an award-winning playwright. His play, The Mighty Scarabs (An East Tech Story), received its World Premiere at the Karamu Performing Arts Theater in 2015. The play was selected by the Cleveland Plain Dealer as one of the Top Ten Plays during the 2015-2016 Theater Season and was selected for Outstanding Achievement by the Cleveland Theater Critics Circle. Mr. Calhoun also received Special Mention for his portrayal of Cleveland from the Cleveland Theater Critics Circle. The Mighty Scarabs was selected as the Top Play by a Local Playwright by Scene Magazine in 2016 and is published by the Original Publishing Company in Los Angeles, California.  It was their top selling play in 2016. TMS also is part of the Cleveland Public Library System.

​
Mr. Calhoun received a writing fellowship from the Vermont Studio Center in Johnston, VT. He is a winner of the Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence Award for his play, Bloooz 4 an Early Autumn. Two of his plays, Rae of Autumn & Portraits of November were featured at the Nate Holden Performing Arts Center and Paul Robeson Theater in Los Angeles, California. He is an eight-time nominee for the Cleveland Art Prize for Literature and three-time semi-finalist at the Eugene O’Neill National Playwrights Conference in New Haven, Connecticut. His play, Blues Theme for Talladega was selected for a reading at the prestigious John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts. Laurel was a semi-finalist at the Playwrights Foundation in San Francisco, California.

 

His films A Raging Silence, Van’s Ice Cold Lemonade, Silent Story, Longwood, So Here We Are, Flawed Flowers and Paradise have been selected for the Cannes International Film Festival in Canes, France, New Wave Film Festival in England, Boston Independent Film Awards, Cali Indies Film Festival, Los Angeles Indies Film Festival, Atlanta Film Festival, Los Angeles Independent Film Festival, Cleveland 48 Hour Film Festival, Cleveland Short Sweet Festival, Cleveland International Film Festival, Greater Cleveland Urban Film Festival, Indie Film Festival, San Diego Black Film festival, Toronto Script and Film Festival, San Francisco Black Film Festival, San Antonio Black Film Festival, International Black and Diversity Film Festival, Boston International Film Festival, Best Shorts Film Festival, Los Angeles, Calf, Kids Video Connection Children’s Film festival and the Jolly Fest Film Festival 6.

 

Among a long long list of acting credits, Mr. Calhoun was last seen as Cutler in 2021 Karamu Performing Arts Theater’s Production of August Wilson’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom.  His portrayal of Caesar in Wilson’s Gem of the Ocean, was dubbed by critics as must watch theater. Of his role as Elmore in King Hedley II, the Cleveland Scene Magazine’s 2007 Production of the Year, the Cleveland Jewish News deemed Calhoun a “smooth operator,” while Clevescene.com called his portrayal “mesmerizing.” Mr. Calhoun credits his artistic success to his mentors, Professor Shedrick Lyons of Talladega College as well as Cleveland Theater legends Dr. Reuben and Dorothy Silver.

Cornell Hubert Calhoun III
1900 Superior Ave E, Loft 212
Cleveland, OH  44114
216-241-1837, 216-246-0995
PlAYWRITING & AWARDS
	Play
	Theater
	Year

	The Mighty Scarabs
	Selected for publication by Original Works Publishing, Los Angeles, Calif
	2016

	The Mighty Scarabs
	Special Mention for creating a riveting script about Cleveland Life – Cleveland Critics Circle Award
	2016

	The Mighty Scarabs
	Best play by a local Playwright – Cleveland Scene
	2016

	The Mighty Scarabs
	Selected for Superior Achievement – Cleveland Critics Circle Award
	2016

	The Mighty Scarabs
	Selected as one of Top Ten Plays for the 2014-15 Theater Season – Cleveland Plain Dealer
	2016

	Vanilla Fudge
	Selected for the Ensemble Theater Festival
	2016

	Laurel
	Semi-Finalist at the Playwright’s Foundation. San Francisco, Calif
	2015

	Nominee for The Cleveland Art Prize
	
	2015

	The Mighty Scarabs
	Karamu House Performing Arts Theater
	2015

	Portraits of  November
	NAACP New Play Festival, Nate Holden Performing Arts Center, Los Angeles, California
	2014

	Miss Pauline
	Paul Robeson Playwriting Festival, Paul Robey Theater, Los Angeles, California
	2014

	Nominee for Cleveland Art Prize in Literature
	
	2014

	Return to Autumn
	NAACP New Play Festival, Los Angeles, California
	2013

	Nominee for Cleveland Art Prize in Literature
	
	2013

	Blue Silk
	Semi-Finalist Eugene O’Neill National Playwriting Conference
	2013

	2 Trains
	DC Black Theater Festival
	2013

	Blue Silk                                           
	DC Black Theater Festival
	2013

	Any Man & Five Cents
	Vermont Studio Fellowship Award
	2012

	Nominee for Cleveland Art Prize in Literature
	
	2012

	The Mighty Scarabs
	Dobama Theater 
	2012

	Any Man & Five Cents
	National Black Theater Festival
	2011

	Any Man & Five Cents
	Cleveland Play House – Fusion Fest
	2011

	Bloooz 4 An Early Autumn
	Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence Award
	2010

	Blues Theme for Talladega
	John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, Washington, DC.
	2009

	Bloooz 4 An Early Autumn
	National Black Theater Festival
	2009

	Blues Theme for Talladega
	New Play Development – Essential Theater
	2009

	Starin’ N 2 Secrets
	Joyce Whitley Playwriting Award
	2009

	The Blues Boxx
	Joyce Whitley Playwriting Award
	2008

	A Tyme 4 Blue
	Semi-Finalist Eugene O’Neill Conference
	2007

	A Secret in Sugar Court
	Joyce Whitley Playwriting Award
	2006

	East 43rd
	Semi-Finalist Eugene O’Neill Conference
	2006

	East 43rd
	Joyce Whitley Playwriting Award
	2005

	Kumancenu
	Joyce Whitley Playwriting Award
	2003

	Sunday Tymes
	Joyce Whitley Playwriting Award
	2002

	Theme for Summer Madness
	Joyce Whitley Playwriting Award 
	2000


Directing
	Play
	Theater
	Year

	Theme for Summer Madness
	Karamu
	1996

	 The Day
	Fourth Wall Theater
	2004

	A Secret in Sugar Court
	East Cleveland Theater
	2007

	Blooz for an early Autumn
	East Cleveland Theater
	2008

	An Urban Ceremony
	East Cleveland Theater
	2008

	Starin’ N 2 Secrets
	Fourth Wall Theater
	2008

	Today
	Cleveland House Fusion Fest
	2010

	Talladega
	Dobama Theater
	2010

	Unthinkable
	Dobama Theater
	2011

	Breaks  My Heart
	Dobama Theater
	2011

	When We were Colored Girlz
	Dobama Theater
	2011

	The Blue Boxx
	Karamu
	2011

	Scenes N Cedar & Central
	TV Channel 20
	2012

	The Bad House
	TV Channel 20
	2012

	A Child is Missing in Outhwaite Homes
	TV Channel 20
	2012

	Holiday Promise
	TV Channel 20 
	2012

	The House of Joy
	Vermont Studio Center, Johnston Vermont
	2012

	Bully Project II
	Dobama Theater
	2012

	BULLY NATION
	TV Channel 20
	2014

	Sistahs of Selma
	TV Channel 20
	2015

	Queen of Dixie
	TV Channel 20
	2015

	Reuben & Dorothy
	TV Channel 20
	2015

	Return of Autumn 
	TV Channel
	2015

	Journey 2 the New Star
	TV Channel 20
	2015

	The Four Angels of 16th Street
	TV Channel 20
	2016

	Juba
	TV Channel 20
	2017

	The Dangerous House of Mookie Wilson
	Dobama Theater
	2018

	Sugar Belle
	TV Channel 20
	2018

	The Hollow Image
	TV Channel 20
	2018

	Central’s Lyrics
	TV Channel 20
	2019

	Court Square Talladega Alabama
	TV Channel 20
	2019

	Selma, Alabama
	TV Channel 20
	2021


ACTING

	Role
	Play
	Theater
	Year

	Cutler
	Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom
	Karamu
	2021

	Seth Holly
	Joe Turner’s Come and Gone
	Karamu
	2015

	Mr. Marcus Johnson
	The Consistency of Smoke
	Karamu
	2014

	Makak
	Dream on Monkey Mountain ( Scene) for Derek Walcott’s Tribute Poetry is An Island
	Karamu
	2014

	Mr. Jenkins
	Ceremonies in Dark Old Men
	Karamu
	2014

	Becker
	Jitney
	New African Theater
	2013

	Caesar
	Gem of the Ocean
	Karamu
	2012

	Blue Hill
	Rae of Autumn
	Fourth Wall
	2009

	Swamper
	Ceremonies for Nineteen Fifty Eight
	East Cleveland
	2008


	Clean Claude
	Bloooz 4 An Early Autumn
	East Cleveland
	2007

	Elmore
	King Headley II
	Karamu
	2007

	Makak
	Dream on Monkey Mountain
	Karamu
	2006

	Fritz
	Orange
	Cleveland Play House
	2006

	Rusty
	Split Second
	Karamu
	2005

	Will Strong
	Johnny Taylor Is Gone
	Karamu
	2005

	Buck Shot
	East Texas Hot links
	Karamu
	1999

	Sam Green 
	First Breeze of Summer
	Ensemble 
	1998

	Sheldon
	Trouble In Mind
	State Theatre
	1996

	Jonathan 
	Generations
	Karamu
	1996

	Cal Calloway
	Soul Sounds
	Karamu
	1994

	Uncle Paul
	Soul Sounds
	Karamu
	1994

	Basil
	Diviners
	C.S.U
	1993
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1900 Superior Avenue E, Loft 212; Cleveland, OH; 44114 * Phone: 216-246-0995 * E-Mail: calhoun3rd@hotmail.com
EDUCATION

Ursuline College (Cleveland, Ohio) 





Master of Arts - Education

Talladega College (Talladega, Alabama)




Bachelor of Arts - English
OBJECTIVE
To put to good purpose: a broad range of comprehensive skills in executive organizational leadership, management, teaching, and dramaturgy; to add value, through exemplary interpersonal and cooperative expertise, and as a credentialed team player, educator, coordinator, and mentor; to effectively contribute the benefit of exceptional professional experience and productivity to a community conscious organization.
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE
Extensive experience in corporate and educational leadership, including staff and student leadership, training, and supervision; successful fundraising and grant management history, including maintaining relationships with diverse business, academic, teacher and mentor to high school/college students.
CITY OF CLEVELAND                                                                         Arts & Culture Coordinator

2013 - Present

Manages Mayor Frank G. Jackson’s Special Events and Art Initiatives for the City of Cleveland.
URBAN THEATER ELITE




  Playwright, Director, Acting and Directing Coach
1990 – Present

As founder of a community theater group, offer several scripts each year for interpretation, training, and production. Also affiliated with the Dobama Theatre, the Karamu Theater, East Cleveland Theater, the Cleveland Playhouse, the Cleveland Public Theater, the Fourth Wall Theater, the Cleveland Playhouse, and others.
ENTERPRISE CLEVELAND GROUP



  Vice-President - Facilities
2004 – 2011
Duties at the former ShoreBank Enterprise Group included successful management and daily operation of 165,000 square foot commerce and business facility; responsible for leasing, tenant and bank liaison, contractors, vendors, security, supervision of maintenance and concierge staff, capital improvements.
CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT
              Educator - High School
1999 – 2004

English and Drama teacher, responsible for curriculum, planning, instruction, testing, and evaluation. Director of Theatre Department, drama classes instructor, performances director.
